
Table of ConTenTs

Preface .............................................................. 7

Preliminary remarks  .......................................... 9

occurrence of colour terms  
and colour indications in Hamlet ......................11

The spectator’s or reader’s colour imagination ..............12
The lexeme night/darkness .........................................14
Occurrence of the term ‘night’ ....................................15
Scenes at night ............................................................16
Occurrence of the colour red  .....................................19
Occurrence of the terms ‘blood’, ‘bloody’, ‘bleed’  ........21
Functionality of colour terms in Hamlet .......................23
The metaphorical strength of blackness .......................25
The metaphorical strength of redness...........................28

occurrence of colour terms  
and colour indications in Macbeth .....................33

Similarities in Hamlet and Macbeth ................................33
Representation of black in Macbeth ..............................34
Occurrence of the term ‘night’ ....................................38
Accumulated occurrences of the term ‘night’  ..............39
Occurrence of the colour red  .....................................41
Hamlet and Macbeth, a comparison of the two plays ......44



Table of contents6

The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of  Venice ..................47

The three tragedies and a reference to King Lear ...55

Conclusion .......................................................57

bibliography .....................................................61


